100-year old 
Blackstone 
mansion could 
get new life 

as a day care 
and preschool. 
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signing day 
passes quietly 
for NU, but 
Frost lauds 2020 
class, two new 
coaches. Sports 
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CORONAVIRUS 


Passengers from Wuhan, China, will 
land at Eppley Airfield on their way to 
Camp Ashland. Midlands 


Nebraska 
specialist 
assesses risk 
from virus 


Novel coronavirus is ‘fairly 
contagious, but no reason 
to panic, doctor says, as flu 
remains bigger threat here 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


More than 24,500 cases of the 
fast-spreading coronavirus — and 
494 deaths — had been confirmed 
worldwide by Wednesday, with 
the vast majority of cases and all 
but two deaths in mainland Chi- 
na. Confirmed cases in the United 
States stood at 11. 

Some Americans returning 
from Wuhan, China — epicenter 
of the novel coronavirus outbreak 
— will be temporarily quarantined 
at the Nebraska National Guard’s 
Camp Ashland while they’re under 
observation. 

Many questions about the virus 
remain unanswered. Dr. Mark 
Rupp, an infectious disease spe- 
cialist with Nebraska Medicine, 
addressed a number of them. His 
answers have been edited for 
brevity and clarity. 


Q. How contagious is this virus? 
More or less than influenza? 


A: It appears from the epidemic 
curve that we’re seeing in China 
that this is a fairly contagious virus, 
maybe as much as influenza. That’s 
somewhat based on conjecture; 
there’s nothing that confirms that. 
But based on the number of cases 
we're seeing and the rapidity of 
spread (in China), it would make me 


See Coronavirus: Page 2 


In jail, witness 
testifies, Keadle 
said ‘they'll never 
find the body’ 


By PauL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


BEATRICE, Neb. — Seven years 
after spending some time in jail 
with Joshua Keadle, Cory Pfeifer 
saw a news report about Keadle 
being charged with murder in the 
disappearance and death of Peru 
State College student Tyler Thom- 
as. 

The report prompted Pfeifer, 
now a truck driver from Platts- 
mouth, to go to the Nemaha County 
Attorney’s Office and relate some- 
thing Keadle told him in that coun- 
ty’s jail about the missing student. 

“TIl never go to prison because 
they’ll never find the body,” is 
what Keadle told him, Pfeifer tes- 
tified Wednesday. 

What did he say happened to 
Thomas? asked a prosecutor, Doug 
Warner of the Nebraska Attorney 
General’s Office. 


See Keadle: Page 2 


TRADMIONS p „Ore 
NITE LAWN, 


Exhibits Open Thurs: 5pm-9pm; Fri 11am-9pm, Sat: 10am-7pm, Sun: 11am-5pm 


Lawmakers, prison director spar over new facility 


A report projects more overcrowding, but some say bill 
that would add work release facility isn’t right solution 


By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — State lawmakers 
and the state’s prison director 
sparred Wednesday over how to 
solve overcrowding that new pro- 
jections show will only continue 
to mount in the decade ahead. 

A draft consultant report re- 
cently delivered to the Nebraska 


Department of Corrections proj- 
ects that the state’s prison sys- 
tem, currently more than 2,000 
inmates above its design capac- 
ity, could be approaching 3,300 
inmates over capacity by 2030. 
That’s despite hundreds of new 
beds expected over the next three 
years. 

State Sen. Steve Lathrop of 
Omaha said the latest projections 


support his proposal to build a 
new 300-bed work-release facility 
in Omaha. He touted the commu- 
nity corrections facility as a way 
to ease overcrowding while help- 
ing prepare more inmates for life 
beyond prison. 

But the proposed facility was 
opposed by Corrections Director 
Scott Frakes. He maintained that 
despite the mounting overcrowd- 
ing, there aren’t enough low-risk 
inmates eligible for that level of 
custody. 

He warned that putting inmates 


NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE 


Nebraskans testify in favor of a bill 
calling for flood control to be a top 
federal priority. Midlands, Page 5B 


into community custody beds be- 
fore they are ready “has the po- 
tential for disastrous outcomes.” 

“Building community correc- 
tions beds that we can’t safely fill 
will not help anyone,” Frakes told 
the Legislature’s Appropriations 
Committee. 


See Prison: Page 2 


IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


SENATE ACQUITS TRUMP 
IN NEAR PARTY-LINE VOTE 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Majority Leader Mitch McConnell leaves the Senate chamber after the acquittal of President Donald Trump on charges of abuse of power and obstruction 
of Congress related to an effort to pressure Ukraine to investigate Democrats. Only one GOP senator, Mitch Romney, voted to remove Trump from office. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump won impeachment ac- 
quittal Wednesday in the U.S. Senate, 
bringing to a close only the third pres- 
idential trial in American history with 
votes that split the country, tested civ- 
ic norms and fed the tumultuous 2020 
race for the White House. 

With Chief Justice John Roberts 
presiding, senators sworn to do “im- 
partial justice” stood and stated their 
votes in the roll call — “guilty” or 
“not guilty” — in a swift tally almost 
exclusively along party lines. Trump, 
the chief justice then declared, shall 
“be, and is hereby, acquitted of the 
charges.” 

The outcome followed months of re- 
markable impeachment proceedings, 


Trump, on Twitter, celebrates 
‘our Country’ VICTORY, 
says he'll address nation today 


TIME TO ‘MOVE FORWARD’ 


House managers failed to make case for 
removal, Sen. Fischer says. Page 3A 


from Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s House to 
Mitch McConnell’s Senate, reflecting 
the nation’s unrelenting partisan di- 
vide three years into the Trump pres- 
idency. 

What started as Trump’s request for 
Ukraine to “do us a favor” spun into a 
far-reaching, 28,000-page report com- 
piled by House investigators accusing 
an American president of engaging 
in shadow diplomacy that threatened 
U.S. foreign relations for personal, 
political gain as he pressured the ally 
to investigate Democratic rival Joe 
Biden ahead of the next election. 

No president has ever been re- 
moved by the Senate. 


See Impeachment: Page 3 


Kirk Douglas dies at 103 


The actor, producer and 
director amassed nearly 90 
screen credits. Page 6E 
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pr 
Meet Mina 
Starsiak Hawk, 
star of HGTV’s 


Thurs 7:30pm 
Friday 6:30pm 


DON’T MISS THE HOME & GARDEN EVE 


More show information at omahahomeandgarden.com 


NT OF THE YEAR! 


e Fun for the Kids! 
Exotic Animal Shows 

e Garden Experts & 
Presentations 

e Interior Design Room 
Showcase 

e Continuous live music 
every day 


DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ver 
600 
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—o 0000111414-01 


~. Design tips from 
America’s favorite 
designer, Vern Yip 


Trading 


Sat 2pm & 5pm 
Sunday 2:30pm 


